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between its teeth and abolished the House of Lords
and the Monarchy. The Army sought to apply the
curb, and if the Army itself had been under better
control it might have given the country a workable
written constitution instead of the scrappy improvisa-
tions of the Instrument of Government. As things
turned out, it was left for Charles II, with his quiet
determination not to go on his travels again, to con*
vince the English people in the course of the twenty-
five years of his reign that they could not dispense
with the Crown and to teach them that when the
crisis came in the i68os they must avoid the errors of
the 16505.

All this was a part of the American inheritance,
and the most remarkable feature of the American
Revolution was that it did not work itself out to the
logical end, later destined to be attained in the South,
of the establishment of a number of independent and
mutually jealous states. The orderly consolidation of
the Colonies on the Atlantic seaboard as a prelude to
their immense expansion westward proceeded so
smoothly after their repudiation of their allegiance to
the King of Great Britain that two of them, Connect-
icut and Rhode Island, which had the privilege of
electing their own governors, did not think it neces-
sary to remodel their constitutions, Rhode Island,
indeed, finding it possible to postpone change until as
late as 1842. But for the curb of tradition the situa-
tion would have got completely out of hand in the
ten years following the recognition of independence.
The Government in London had dealt with defence,